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Eye Institute’s satellite practice at New 
Lynn has the very latest in YAG laser 
technology.

The YAG laser allows convenient, 
close to home treatment of posterior capsular 
opacification following cataract surgery and 
providing YAG iridotomies for narrow angles for 
West Auckland patients. 

Dr Peter Hadden, a Cataract and Retinal 
Surgeon at Eye Institute Remuera and New 
Lynn said the new laser will complement the 
other specialised equipment and services at the 
practice.

“By enhancing the service available for 
patients in West Auckland, it further reduces the 
need for them to travel into town,” he said.

Among equipment at Eye Institute New Lynn 
is an OCT and a Humphrey Field Analyser for 

automated keratometry. Avastin injections can 
also be done at the practice.  O

D r Simon Dean 
MBChB, FRANZCO, 
FBCLA has joined the 
Eye Institute team as 

an Associate.
Simon completed fellowship 

training in the UK in 
oculoplastics and ocular 
oncology in Glasgow, also 
cataract and anterior segment 
in Birmingham and Moorfields.  
He then took up a consultant 
post at Manukau Superclinic 
in 2007, working as a full-time 
consultant. Simon’s ongoing 
interests there are cataract, 
paediatric and glaucoma work 
as well as his oculoplastic 
sub-speciality and general 
ophthalmology.

Eye Institute Directors said 
Simon brings sub-specialties 
that complement the spectrum 
of services offered by the clinic.  

“Having Simon on board also 
means we have enhanced our 
ability to provide the highest 
quality care, with the least 
delay for our referrers.”

Simon studied medicine at 
the University of Auckland, 
qualifying in 1997. He 
completed training in 

Ophthalmology in Auckland, 
and was awarded fellowship 
of the Royal Australian and 
New Zealand College of 
Ophthalmologists in 2007.  He 
was also awarded fellowship 
of the British Contact Lens 
Association in 2007. In addition 
to his clinical responsibilities, 
he has been active in teaching 
and research, as Honorary 
Clinical Senior Lecturer at the 
University of Auckland. 

Simon has designed and 
built from scratch a number of 
ophthalmic devices including an 
infrared pupillometer, corneal 
collagen crosslinker, and video 
meibomographer minimally 
invasive tear film analyser to 
mention a few (www.sdz.co.nz). 
His crosslinking equipment has 
now led to him being involved 
in collagen crosslinking 
research.

He is also a member of 
the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology, a member 
of the Tear Film and Ocular 
Surface Society as well as 
being involved with the 
RANZCO Scientific Programme 
Committee.

 Keen on the outdoors, Simon 
likes to get out climbing, 
surfing and mountain biking 
whenever possible. He is 
also an active photographer 
and to provide counterpoint 
to his ophthalmic interests, 
Simon plays double bass in the 
Auckland Symphony Orchestra. 
Married to optometrist and 
researcher Dr Jennifer Craig, 
they have two children, 
Cameron (6) and Lachlan (4).

Dr Dean brings to nine the 
number of ophthalmologists at 
Eye Institute.  O

P rofessor Charles 
McGhee arrived 
in New Zealand 
on 9/09/1999 to 

take up the position of the 
Maurice Paykel Chair in 
Ophthalmology.  Ten years 
on, he and his wife Jane were 
in Scotland so Charles could 
speak at his old alma mater, 
University of Glasgow, on the 
accidentally auspicious date 
of 9/09/2009. He subsequently 
attended and spoke at the 
European Society of Cataract & 
Refractive Surgeons congress 
in Barcelona, so a delayed 
celebratory lunch organised by 
the Department took place on 
their return.

When Professor McGhee 
joined the Department, it 
was a sub-section that had 
been established within the 
Department of Surgery in 
1968 and consisted of six staff; 
one Senior Lecturer, Associate 
Professor Gillian Clover; the 
four members of NZ Eye 
Bank staff including Nigel 
Brookes and Helen Twohill; 
and Dr Trevor Sherwin, then 
in a temporary post-doctoral 
research post. Of this initial 
group, Trevor, Nigel and Helen 
Twohill are still happily with 
the extended team ten years 
on.

Associate Professor 
Trevor Sherwin said the 
transformation from what 
represented ophthalmology 
10 years ago to now can be 
totally attributed to Professor 
Charles McGhee’s energy and 
enthusiasm.

“If it wasn’t for him, the six 
of us might still be sitting in 
a corner working out of three 
small offices,” he said.

In the past 10 years, 
ophthalmology in Auckland 
and New Zealand has been 
well and truly ‘put on the 
international map’. From these 
humble beginnings, today 
there are over 45 clinical and 
research staff working in 
the Department. In the last 
ten years, the Department 
has also attracted NZ$15.6 
million in research grants and 
funding. As always, scientific 
publications are the ‘life blood’ 
of any academic institution 
and since Professor McGhee 
established the Department 
more than 400 peer reviewed 
publications and chapters have 
been published.

Professor McGhee’s goal from 
the outset was to develop 
a supportive, integrated, 
clinical and laboratory 
research team of international 
standing. Clinical research 
interests of the Department 

Milestone for Charles 
celebrated with staff

I t’s still hard work, but Auckland Eye has 
successfully renewed its accreditation 
by Quality Health New Zealand (QHNZ) 
for their surgical services and out-

patient facility for another four years. Back 
in 2006 Auckland Eye became the first 
private eyecare facility in New Zealand to be 
QHNZ accredited, and it remains the only one 
to do so in Auckland.

The accreditation programme provides 
a robust framework for organisations 
such as Auckland Eye to effectively pursue 
opportunities for improvement.  It has a 
strong focus on patient safety, resulting in 
reduced risk and enhanced service delivery 
for those who use the service. 

John Woodward, Auckland Eye’s General 
Manager said that accreditation had given 
Auckland Eye real focus for on-going 
improvements in clinical care and patient 
services. 

“It influences every decision we make at a 
management and board level. With its focus 
on what is best for patients, accreditation 
often means saying ‘no’ to ideas or initiatives 
that may increase patient risk, even where 
these are common place elsewhere in 
private ophthalmology. On the other hand, 
it involves looking for new and innovative 
ways of assisting patients,” he said.

“Accreditation has fitted so well with 
Auckland Eye because it emphasises working 
together as a clinical team. As this is already 
a strong part of our practice’s ethos, it fits 

neatly with the demands of an independent 
quality programme such as QHNZ’s.”

In a further success, Auckland Eye has been 
re-accredited for a further four years, rather 
than the usual two years. This reflected the 
ongoing performance improvements made 
including more rigorous reporting of clinical 
and patient service indicators, and stronger 
clinical management processes such as 
greater peer review and clinical audit.

“Although it is a time consuming 
programme to be involved with, patients 
find it reassuring to receive services that 
are independently certified. This, in turn, is 
motivational for doctors and staff as well as 
strengthening Auckland Eye’s brand as the 
leading provider of quality eye services in 
the region,” said Mr Woodward.  O

Auckland Eye awarded quality 
accreditation again

Tracey Molloy, Clinic Manager and Sarah 
Kristiansen, Theatre Manager with the framed 
certificate

Dr Peter Hadden and his assistant Louise Wood, 
BOptom, demonstrating the new YAG laser

Dr Simon Dean

Poster of a photo taken 10 years 
ago of Charles and Jane McGhee 
on display in the Department

Professor Charles McGhee cuts the 
cut as his wife Jane looks on

Some of the team from the Department who celebrated the 10th 
anniversary
Front Row: (L-R) Jane McGhee, Professor Charles McGhee, Dr Jennifer 
Craig, Associate Professor Trevor Sherwin
Middle Row: (L-R) Charlotte Jordan, Hutokshi Chinoy, Sue Raynel, Stuti 
Misra, Jie Zhang, Dr Monika Pradhan, Isabella Cheung, Louise Moffatt
Back Row: (L-R) Dr Shenton Chew, Professor Colin Green, Judy Loh, Dr Ilva 
Rupenthal, Dr Ally Chang, Vicky Cartwright, Dr Dipika Patel, Dr Nathan 
Kerr, Maree McInerney, Cameron Johnson

of Ophthalmology have 
developed to include, corneal 
transplantation, keratoconus, 
corneal dystrophies, ocular 
trauma, refractive and cataract 
surgery, glaucoma, neuro-
ophthalmology, tear film 
abnormalities, inherited retinal 
dystrophies, vitreoretinal 
surgery, vision in childhood 
and diabetic retinopathy. 
Clinical and translational 
laboratory based interests 
include; in vivo and in vitro 
confocal microscopy of corneal 
diseases, computerised corneal 
topography, higher order 
aberration of the eye and 
IOLs, development of ocular 
drugs, genetics of inherited 
eye diseases, optic neuropathy, 
ocular healing, collagen cross-
linking, gap junction channels 
in the cornea and nervous 
system, and the molecular 
basis of lens transparency, to 
name a few.

Associate Professor Bruce 
Hadden, who had a large part 
to play in bringing Professor 
McGhee to New Zealand 
said Charles’ forward vision, 
intellect, energy and people 
skills have combined to build 
from the solid base left by 
Gillian Clover to what is now 
the premiere eye research 
centre in Australasia. 

“His recent initiative 
to integrate eye research 
in the University of 
Auckland’s Departments of 
Ophthalmology, Optometry & 
Vision Science and Molecular 
Biology to form the New 
Zealand National Eye Centre 
will bring further benefits. 

The many contributions to 
conferences and workshops 
by Charles and his staff 
have contributed to raising 
the standard and profile of 
ophthalmology practice in both 
New Zealand and Australia. 

“He has won wide respect 
in both countries. Hopefully 
the future will include a major 
research breakthrough which 
translates to patient care. This 
is most likely to occur in the 
management of ocular surface 
injuries or with keratoconus,” 
said A/Prof Hadden.

Professor McGhee can be 
accredited with substantially 
broadening the Department’s 
clinical and research interests 
said Associate Professor Philip 
Polkinghorne.

“He has done this by the 
introduction of fellows and 
other academic staff, provided 
additional pathways for 
trainees with the introduction 
of non-clinical positions 
in ophthalmology and 
encouraging the pursuit of 
higher degrees, many of the 
latter having been achieved 
with distinction or ‘best PhD’ 
awards at the University.

“In addition he has supported 
Glaucoma NZ, NZ National 
Eye Bank, VISION2020, 
Macular Degeneration New 
Zealand, VOSO, and many 
others organisations. He 
has provided support to the 
Health Department with 
regard to diabetic screening 
and accreditation for Eye 
Departments around the 

New appointment at Eye Institute

New equipment at Eye Institute 
New Lynn

CONTINUED ON P7


