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V itreoretinal surgeons from 
around the country attended 
the 5th annual VR meeting in 
Auckland last month. Sponsored 

by Alcon, the interactive meeting was 
held in one of the new wetlabs at the 
Department of Ophthalmology.

The timing was perfect for the VR 
specialists who got the opportunity to 
gain some ‘hands-on’ experience with the 
very latest piece of equipment for vitreous 
surgery, the Constellation Vision System. 

Julian Knaggs from Alcon said the 
Constellation Vision System is the result 
of years and years of R & D.  It contains 
many of the features from the Accurus and  
incorporates improvements in virtually 
all aspects of surgical functionality and 
performance. Julian said the big advances 
on previous technology lie in three key 
areas: infusion, cutting and aspiration.

For the first time, this new system 
monitors infusion pressure enabling the 
surgeon to adjust and control IOP during 
retinal surgery. It features advanced xenon 
illumination and an embedded 532-nm 
laser is an option.

The advanced Ultravit Vitrectomy 
Probe technology in concert with the 
Constellation Vision System enables 
vitrectomy and membrane dissection at 
previously unattainable cut rates of 5000 
cuts per minute and variable duty cycles 
(port open v’s port closed). The pneumatic 
Ultravit Probe design draws from the 
best features of the Accurus and Innovit 
Probes and incorporates all-new patented 
technology as well.

This is the first vitrectomy probe 
designed for small gauge vitrectomy 
survery from the ground up. The probe is 
available in 20-, 23- and 25-g formats and 
can be configured for additional gauge 
sizes, reducing the time it takes to develop 
new gauge formats.

It’s been 11 years since the release of 
the Accurus and although there have been 
a number of significant upgrades to that 
system, the Constellation represents a 
major shift in design and functionality. 
Two systems will be used in Auckland, at 
Mercy Hospital and Eye Institute, and it is 
expected that several more will be in use 
around the country before too long. O

Constellation offers technological 
advances for VR surgery

VR surgeons at the Auckland meeting with Alcon staff. From left: Julian Knaggs, Archie McGeorge, 
Joe Davies, Steve McConnell, Nadeem Ahmad, Sean Avery, Philip Polkinghorne, Stephen Guest, Mike 
O’Rourke, Sarah Welch, Steve Mackey, David Worsley, Megan Hose, Peter Hadden and Kolin Foo

The Ocutome II was the equipment used in the 
early 80’s for vitreous surgery. Dr Calvin Ring 
arranged for this particular piece of equipment 
to be donated to the Auckland Hospital Board. 
Dr Philip Polkinghorne pointed out that this 
was the equipment he started on in Auckland 
20 yrs ago this year and in those days there 
was no endo laser or airpump. He said its 
certainly been an amazing time to be part of 
the technology change

Dr Philip Polkinghorne with the Constellation 
which he has ordered for the Mercy Hospital in 
Auckland

In a letter to USA eye care 
professionals the FDA stated 
that it has received complaints 
that some USA eye care 
professionals' advertisements 
for LASIK procedures and 
FDA-approved lasers used for 
the LASIK procedures failed to 
fully inform consumers of the 
indications, limitations, and 
risks associated with LASIK 
procedures.

The FDA believes that 
eliminating deceptive or 
misleading health-related 
advertising claims is an 
important part of protecting 
the public health. 

Advertising and promotional 
materials for FDA-approved 
lasers used during LASIK 
procedures must be truthful, 
properly substantiated and not 
misleading. The information 
about risks may include 
warnings, precautions, side 
effects, and contraindications.

The letter comes more 
than a year after the FDA's 
Ophthalmic Devices Panel held 
a public meeting to discuss 
issues concerning post-market 
experiences with LASIK 
procedures. 

USA Clinics that fail to 
comply could receive fines 
or be referred for criminal 
investigation.

Unlike the US, there is no 
requirement in New Zealand 
for advertisers to point out the 
indications, limitations, and 
risks associated with LASIK 
procedures. This is normally 
done in the clinic setting 
and why consent forms are 
fairly extensive. Unlike many 
LASIK clinics in the US that 
are owned by chains, the ones 
in New Zealand are privately 
owned by surgeons who have 
‘good practice’ procedures in 
place to ensure patients are 
fully informed. O

The recent combined Asia Pacific Academy of 
Ophthalmology and American Academy of 
Ophthalmology Conference, the APAO-AAO Joint Congress 
Bali 2009, was a great success. Attracting almost 3,500 

delegates and many international speakers the meeting and 
was host to the discussion of cutting edge research and new 
developments in ophthalmology. 

New Zealand was well represented, both in terms of organisation 
and speakers.  Professor Charles McGhee of the University of 
Auckland was a Co-Chair of the Scientific Programme and a 
team from Auckland University including Assoc. Professor Trevor 
Sherwin, Dr Dipika Patel, Dr Andrea Vincent, Ms Charlotte Jordan 
and Dr Shaun Dai attended the conference and presented and 
chaired more than fifteen papers and sessions between them.  

The meeting was held in tropical, balmy weather in the Bali 
Convention Centre with state-of-the–art audio visual presentations 
enabling many simultaneous sessions to run.  The congress 
covered both developing world as well as developed world 
ophthalmology with a significant laboratory and vision science 
component. Presentations by Trevor Sherwin questioning the 
dogma of the X,Y,Z hypothesis of corneal epithelial healing, and 
by Dipika Patel on the ground-breaking mapping of the corneal 
nerve plexus by in vivo confocal microscopy were particularly 
well-received by delegates and programme chairs. All in all, more 
than 400 top notch international speakers, including many from 
Australia, Europe and the USA, attended to present in their myriad 
areas of expertise.

The Scientific Programme Chair, Professor Dennis Lam, of the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, noted that this was one of the 
most successful APAO meetings ever, despite initial concerns 

about holding the conference venue in Bali. A number of delegates 
stayed on for a few days after the meeting to enjoy the many 
beautiful and peaceful attractions of the island.

The next Asia Pacific Association of Ophthalmology Congress 
will coincide with the 50th anniversary of the Associaiton. This 
meeting will be held in Beijing from 16-20th September 2010 and 
is expected to attract more than 10,000 delegates. Once more the 
Auckland team will be involved in this programme with many 
participating as course co-ordinators and Professor McGhee will 
once again be Co-Chair of the Scientific Programme. O

Trevor Sherwin, Judy Ku, Charles McGhee, Charlotte Jordan and Dipika 
Patel at the conference venue

NZ well represented at APAO-AAO Bali meeting

Eye Institute’s surgery 
patients more comfortable 

Eye Institute has 
invested in two 
innovative theatre 
beds/chairs 

manufactured in Germany. 
UFSK-OSYS International 
specialise in ophthalmic 
bed/chairs which are placed 
in over 1500 clinics and 
hospitals in 31 countries 
throughout the world.

“Patient comfort is 
important during surgery. 
These beds are state-of-the-
art and offer so much more 
in terms of what they can do to help both patient and 
surgeon,” said Dr Peter Ring. “Patients with back and/or 
neck problems are particularly appreciative of the unique 
customised positions that the bed/chair can be converted 
to,” he added.

In collaboration with international trend-setting 
ophthalmologists, the company engineers long-lasting, 
high-quality mobile surgical tables and ergonomic surgery 
chairs specifically for the profession and their surgical needs.

The directors of Eye Institute discovered these chairs 
whilst attending ASCRS in San Francisco recently and 
ordered two of them. 

The chairs have three pre-programmable table positions 
and one permanent chair position. At the same time there 
are adjustable motors for head, back, seat and foot rests. 

A feature that helped make the decision to choose these 
particular chairs was the drape support with oxygen 
connection built into the chair. Patients sit comfortably pre 
and post-op and stay in the chair whilst it is electronically 
converted to the comfortable surgery position.

Cecilia Chin, head theatre nurse, said patient feedback 
has been amazing. 

“Patients have been truly impressed with the chairs and 
appreciate not having to transfer from chair to bed to 
chair,” she said.

The two theatre tables that have been replaced have been 
donated to the Goroka Eye Clinic run by the Christian Blind 
Mission (cbm) in Papua New Guinea. O

LASIK advertising in US 
must warn consumers 
of risks

Dr Peter Hadden trying out the new theatre bed/chair at ASCRS in 
San Francisco. Looking on is the representative from UFSK-OSYS 
International and Dr Peter Ring

The new theatre bed that 
coverts into a chair

David Gourlie
David Gourlie has resigned from ARCO 
Optical, the Safilo distributor in New 
Zealand. He was a shareholder in the 
company before it was sold to Optical 
Holdings 3 years ago and has worked for 
the company for 12 years.

David has extensive knowledge of the 
optical industry having worked in the 
laboratory side, contact lenses & solutions 
and frame distribution collectively for 
around 33 years.  He joined Standard 
Optical in Christchurch in 1976 and 

worked there for 4 years before joining 
New Zealand Optical. After seven years he 
took up a position with CIBA Vision and 
then Bausch & Lomb where he was the 
NZ Sales Manager before being appointed 
Manager -Sales & Marketing for Arthur 
Cocks & Co.  

David said it was time to move on and do 
something different albeit still associated 
with optical product. He is taking up a role 
with a pharmacy distributor specialising in 
ready readers and sunglasses.

John McConnell
General manager of Vision Specialsists 

and MySight John McConnell has resigned. 
John, who joined the company in late 
2007, has a background in sales, marketing 
and management from the FMCG industry. 
He is taking up a position as National 
Manager  at Packaging House, a division of 
ASX listed conglomerate Wesfarmers.

When he joined the company it was still 
trading as Vision Specialists and his role 
in the first year was to rebrand most of 
the practices under a new brand, MySight. 
This has been very successful and the 
company has continued to grow under 
his management. MySight now has 13 
practices plus Vigil in central Auckland. O

On the Move...


